Neuromuscular blocking drugs in pediatric anesthesia.
There are differences between pediatric patients and adults in the responses to neuromuscular blockers. The results of new studies of neuromuscular blockers in pediatric patients are generally consistent with earlier studies in the type of age-related differences documented. Surprising new results are the side effects, including anaphylaxis, that have been observed, and studied directly, in pediatric patients. Continued evaluation of these drugs in pediatric patients will provide better information regarding the variability of the effects of neuromuscular blockers in healthy and diseased infants and children.